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Letters to the editor' 
A Congregat ion For all Seasons 
D e a r Ed i to r : 
I r ead H e n r y H o s t e t t e r ' s a r t i c le of 
several w e e k s a g o [ M a y 25] wi th p a r t i c u l a r 
in te res t a n d respec t s ince I h a d h a d t he 
ve ry fine o p p o r t u n i t y t o s p e n d t h r e e 
m o n t h s in s tudy in d a t i n g a n d m a r r i a g e 
wi th t he S e n i o r C r u s a d e r s of t he M a n o r 
C h u r c h . 
T h e r e w e r e several c o n c l u s i o n s to which 
I c a m e : 
(1) T h e i r c h u r c h is r ecogn iz ing her 
y o u t h a s peop le — i m p o r t a n t , u seab l e a n d 
r e spons ib le . T h e y h a v e w o r k to d o in t he 
c h u r c h so they a r e involved, bu t l ikewise 
the i r p l a n n e d p r o g r a m at t he c h u r c h 
z o o m s in on all the i r u n i q u e needs . I t 
m e e t s t h e m w h e r e they a r e a n d a s s u m e s 
t h a t g r o w t h needs to h a p p e n a n d will 
h a p p e n . 
(2) T h e y b r ing m u c h to the c h u r c h f r o m 
s t r o n g , cohes ive f ami ly uni ts . T h e f ami l i e s 
a r e not t u r n i n g to t he c h u r c h b e c a u s e they 
c a n no longer c o p e wi th the i r t eenage r s . 
T h e i r h o m e e n v i r o n m e n t s h a v e caused 
t h e m t o see t he val id i ty of t he fa i th . 
T h e r e f o r e they he lp to c o n s t r u c t an a t -
m o s p h e r e of g r o w t h a n d d e v e l o p m e n t a t 
once . 
(3 ) T h e i r p a s t o r a n d t h o s e p r eced ing 
h i m at M a n o r — for l i fe ' s p rocesses a r e in 
t e r m s of y e a r s a n d y e a r s of l ine u p o n line, 
p r e c e p t u p o n p r e c e p t — bel ieve the c h u r c h 
n eed s t o use t he g i f t s o f all of t he people . 
From the Editor 
T h e r e were c o n c e r n e d , c o m m i t t e d l a y m e n 
to w h o m the l eade r sh ip w a s en t ru s t ed . 
I f o u n d it ex t r eme ly in te res t ing t h a t in a 
very age -o r i en ted c u l t u r e a m a n a b o u t to 
re t i re f r o m his pulpi t m in i s t ry w a s living 
p r o o f t h a t G o d is a t work in o u r wor ld 
de sp i t e m a n ' s c r i t e r i a fo r success . 
E s t h e r S n y d e r 
Di l l sburg , Pa . 
Calendar 
R o x b u r y Ho l iness C a m p 
A u g u s t 3 -11 
M e m o r i a l Ho l iness C a m p 
A u g u s t 17-25 
N iaga ra Ho l iness C a m p 
A u g u s t 18-25 
Pac i f i c C o n f e r e n c e Sp i r i tua l L i fe W e e k 
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One of the highlights of this issue is the article by 
Miriam Stern in which she reports on the moving of the 
Spirit at Choma Secondary School. The church in Canada 
and United States has had renewal brought to it as the 
youth have responded to the Spirit. We will pray that this 
revival spirit among the youth at Choma may spread 
throughout the church in Zambia and in Rhodesia. 
The account of Reverend Ndabenduku Dlodlo's death 
brought back memories of our attendance last August at 
the 75th Anniversary of Missions in Africa. Brother 
Dlodlo was present. He was blind, as the article on page 8 
states, so he was escorted wherever he went — often by a 
boy about age twelve. It was obvious that he was respected 
by the church. 
Fred Holland relates his experience with Brother Dlodlo 
when they were serving together in a ministry. He recalled 
how Brother Dlodlo would call him early in the morning 
and say "Umfundisi, it is time to pray." 
Whenever such men leave the church militant — 
whether in Africa or India, or North America — one asks 
on whom will their mantle fall? 
Let me call your attention to the Lifetime Subscription 
feature on page fifteen. 
Lifetime subscriptions are not new to Evangelical 
Visitor subscribers. This type of subscription has been 
around a long time. In recent years we have not promoted 
it but are again making this type of subscription available. 
Lifetime subscribers are saved the periodic renewal of 
the Visitor. They have a hedge against inflation and are 
providing a fund for the extension of the ministry of 
Christian literature. Be sure to read the explanation — in 
question and answer form — on page fifteen. 
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Editorial 
Reflections 
A/I" ANY APPROACHED the 1974 conference with a 
^ mixture of anticipation and concern. The new format 
held the possibility of both benefits and pitfalls. There was 
the fear that the new policy of each one responsible for 
hospitality costs would drastically affect attendance. The 
two-year period between conferences was an untested 
factor. 
I have not taken any poll nor have I seen the results of 
the evaluation survey taken by the General Conference 
Program Committee. But I would judge that the hopes 
were generally fulfilled and the fears failed to materialize. 
Beginning with a week-end emphasis of praise and 
worship, with the conference attendants still unwearied by 
the demands of conference, was a great improvement. The 
Communion Service of Saturday evening — Feet Washing 
and the Lord's Supper — set a spiritual tone for the Lord's 
Day and the entire conference. Sunday was a high day 
climaxing with the Conference Sermon on Sunday 
evening. An overflow crowd watched and listened on 
closed-circuit television to Bishop Shafer's sermon. This, I 
believe, was a first. 
A major innovation for the conference was the presenta-
tion and discussion of issues and ideas without the need to 
approve a recommendation or find a consensus. Everyone 
in attendance who wished to be involved could be and 
many were. 
With all that was happening at the conference it could 
have appeared that the business of the conference received 
only the time that was left. This was not the case although 
it did seem as though the business sessions could have been 
allocated a little more time. 
We have finally gotten around to small groups and it 
appears that we are trying to make up for lost time. As 
valuable as small groups are, they are not equally valid for 
all situations. Sometimes they offered opportunity for 
escape rather than involvement. 
Those planning the conference program had all ages in 
mind. Our two younger sons, not yet tied down by summer 
employment, anticipated their attendance at conference. 
They were not disappointed. Parents with a love for their 
church and a concern for their family would have been 
delighted with this experience provided for their youth and 
children. 
Looking out over the large audience participating in the 
Communion Service, I was impressed with the youthful-
ness of the conference attendance. Perhaps this observa-
tion says something about my age. Be that as it may, I do 
believe that the membership of this conference bodes well 
for the future of the church. 
The spirit of the conference was as it should be, when 
brethren and sisters in Christ gather together to do the 
Lord's work. I reluctantly admit that I have sat in church 
business meetings where I could feel the tension. In spite of 
issues we all regarded as significant and to which we 
brought strong diverse convictions, I did not sense this 
atmosphere at our recent conference. 
Nor should I close this reflection on the conference with-
out recognizing the gracious and efficient hospitality of 
those who hosted the conference. Although national 
boundaries and foreign currencies may add their in-
convenience, these man-made barriers do not bind the 
Spirit nor restrain Christian love. 
The new office of Convention Director, filled by Paul 
Hostetler, functioned effectively and efficiently. I am 
certain there were more problems than were apparent but 
from where I sat there was not a ripple that I could see. 
The creativity of the General Conference Program 
Committee, the hospitality of the Canadian Church, the 
efficiency of the staff, the sense of brotherhood, and the 
presence of God's Spirit from the opening song to the 
closing prayer made Conference of 1974 a great ex-
perience. 
It was good to be there. 
Questions Are 
Prior to Answers 
f i O N F E R E N C E RAISED some questions. Each of us 
^ who attended would have his own list. Mine is neither 
complete nor profound. But as I reflect on the discussions 
of the conference and the actions of the body, I have four: 
Can a church take church discipline seriously and escape 
legalism? What is the alternative to individualism in which 
each reads and interprets the Bible for himself; does his 
own thing; sets his own lifestyle; and is a Christian "in his 
own way." If I read the signs of the times correctly, there 
is a call on the part of many in the church to take more 
seriously the Scriptures which describe the church as 
having responsibility for the welfare of the members. But I 
read other signs which seem to suggest that "each one 
doing what is right in his own eyes" is preferable to 
legalism. 
Can the church be both redemptive and faithful? This 
question arises out of the position taken by the church on a 
ministry to the divorced and remarried. An easy resolution 
would be to concentrate on one at the expense of the other. 
It is easy to let compassion blind one to scriptural truths. 
It is equally possible for our understanding of Scripture to 
nullify, for all practicable purposes, our compassion. 
Is it possible to combine a social concern and an 
evangelistic emphasis? Is this a case of serving two masters 
— and "loving one and hating the other"? Are the basic 
assumptions which undergird the one in contradiction of 
those that undergird the other? Or are those more nearly 
biblical who say that to raise such a question is to fail to 
understand the gospel? 
Can we have change and still maintain momentum? This 
is a relevant question as we consider our mission program. 
One must be blind to not see the momentous changes 
which bear upon our mission ministries — rising 
nationalism, the national church, the role of the mis-
sionary, and the urban challenges. Is the church prepared 
to change and during this period of transition not waver in 
support — financial and personnel? Can the leadership 
communicate excitement and faith which is contagious? 
Now I happen to believe that the answer to these four 
basic questions should be "Yes." I also believe that any 
other answer will spell tragedy. But the working out of 
these answers will not come easily. It will demand that we 
live in constant tension with biblical truth and in com-
munication with each other. It calls for us to be open to the 
Spirit who still leads us into all truth. 
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The Handwriting of God 
Leighton Ford 
' "PWO University of California scholars have concluded 
after an exhaustive study of thousands of signatures 
that handwriting does reveal personality, that you are what 
your signature says you are. 
A few years ago graphology — the art of relating 
penmanship to personality — was looked upon as merely a 
pseudo-science, akin to palm reading. But now, after much 
study it is being taken very seriously. Some counselors 
believe handwriting tells much about a person that cannot 
be discovered in any other way. No matter what you do, 
say the graphologists, you can't disguise your handwriting. 
If human personality is revealed by penmanship, then by 
analogy divine character should be revealed by divine 
handwriting. "But" you might say, "we don't have any 
samples of God's handwriting." In fact, the Bible gives us 
several samples of His writing — not in terms of physical 
lines but in terms of its moral character! 
Sample No. 1 is found in Exodus 31:18. The Lord "gave 
to Moses when he had made an end of speaking with him 
upon Mount Sinai, the two tables of the testimony, tables 
of stone written wi'h (he finger of God . . . " This refers, of 
course, to the Ten Commandments which God gave Moses 
immediately after the children of Israel had escaped 
slavery. While these Ten Commandments, The Bible tells 
us, were actually written "with the finger of God," we are 
not to imagine that a huge hand holding a chisel came 
down out of the sky! Exodus 34 records that Moses wrote 
down what God said . . . Moses' fingers became the Lord's 
own writing instrument. 
This first sample of God's handwriting reveals God as 
the divine lawgiver. The moral laws of the Bible are as 
valid today as they were thousands of years ago, for God's 
laws reflect what God is, and His law is as unchanging as 
His character. Yet today we seem to be in grave danger of 
turning from God's great guidelines. Our permissive 
society rejects the idea of moral absolutes. The ancient 
command to love God and keep His Commandments has 
been changed to the modern code: if it feels good, do it. We 
need to be warned that the Ten Commandments are not 
relics of an outworn culture; they are the touchstone of the 
character of God and of all that is good about human life, 
written with God's own hand and valid for all times and 
cultures. 
As the first sample of God's handwriting reveals Him as 
a lawgiver, the second sample shows Him as the great 
judge. Daniel chapter 5 tells us that King Belshazzar of 
Babylon made a great feast for a thousand of his lords, at 
which they drank toasts to the pagan gods of their land 
with vessels taken out of the Temple of God in Jerusalem. 
"Immediately the fingers of a man's hand appeared and 
wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace . . . and 
the king saw the hand as it wrote" (Daniel 5:5, 6). Daniel 
was brought in to interpret the writing on the wall: 
"MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom 
and brought it to an end. TEKEL, you have been weighed 
in the balances and found wanting. PERES, your kingdom 
is divided and given to the Medes and Persians" (Daniel 
5:26-28). That very night the Medes invaded the city, 
Belshazzar was slain. Daniel's prediction came true, and 
God's judgment was vindicated. 
The concept of judgment is foreign to modern man. We 
prefer to wink at wrongdoing as long as we can. Parents 
are often afraid to correct their children; teachers to 
punish students; and society to restrain wrongdoers. We 
seem to think it is a virtue to ignore evil and a vice to stand 
for some firm standards of right and wrong. 
The Bible stresses few things more strongly than that 
God is "the judge of all the earth" (Genesis 18:25). He 
judged Adam and Eve, expelling them from the garden. 
He judged the corrupt world of Noah's day with a flood, 
and Sodom and Gomorrah with a volcanic disaster. The 
New Testament as well as the Old portrays God's 
judgment and proclaims Jesus the Divine Savior as also 
the divinely appointed judge. The Bible consistently warns 
that both nations and individuals who refuse to turn from 
their sins to the truth of God will fall under God's final and 
eternal judgment of hell. 
British theologian J. I. Packer asks, "Why do men fight 
shy of the thought of God as judge?" And answers, 
"Would a God who did not care about the difference 
between right and wrong be a good and admirable being? 
Would a God who put no distinction between the beasts of 
history, the Hitlers and Stalins, and His own saints be 
morally praiseworthy? . . . The final proof that God is a 
perfect moral being, not indifferent to questions of right 
and wrong, is the fact that He has committed Himself to 
judge the world." 
Yet if we left it here, we would be in despair. God's 
handwriting would sign the doom of us all. But thankfully 
we have yet another sample of His handwriting. John's 
Gospel tells of the woman, caught in the act of adultery, 
who was brought to Jesus. "Moses' law tells us to stone 
such," they said, "what do you say?" Then Jesus "bent 
down and wrote with His finger on the ground." When 
they pressed Him He looked up and said, "let him who is 
without sin among you be the first to cast a stone." And 
once again He bent and wrote in the sand, and one by one 
the woman's accusers went away, smitten by their con-
science. "Go, and do not sin again!" Jesus ordered the 
woman (John 8:11). 
What did Jesus write on the sand? Some have suggested 
the Ten Commandments; others that He inscribed the two 
great Commandments about loving God and your 
neighbors; still others that with divine insight He penned 
the personal sins of each of the woman's accusers. But no 
matter what Jesus actually wrote, we do know that what 
He wrote and said and did brought conviction to those who 
thought they had not sinned, and release from condemna-
tion to the woman who knew she had. 
to page six 
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The Security of the Believer 
Roy V. Sider 
" . . . the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." What 
love! How good to know that this 
great love is matched by God's 
keeping power. Hear the promises of 
Scripture: 
" . . . Being confident of this very thing, that He 
which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Chris t" (Phil. 
1:6). 
" A n d I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand" (John 10:28). 
We are assured that God will even 
regulate the thrust of temptations for 
He will ". . . not permit you to be 
tempted above that ye are ab l e ; . . . " (I 
Cor. 10:13). 
Jesus Christ, by His death and 
resurrection has provided salvation to 
all who repent and believe the Gospel. 
Our Lord is as able to keep us saved as 
He is to save us in the first instance. 
The conditions are the same — an 
attitude of repentance (turning from 
sin) and faith (trust) in Jesus Christ 
alone. It is error to conclude that since 
Christ died for all, all men are saved 
without personal repentance and faith. 
It is equally erroneous to believe that 
those who are saved automatically 
continue in grace without the con-
tinued exercise of saving faith which 
can proceed alone from a life con-
tinuing to turn from sin unto God (1 
John 1:7). 
We are not only saved by faith, but 
we also live by faith. (Ephesians 2:8, 
Romans 1:17). ". . . we are kept by the 
power of God through faith . . ." (I 
Peter 1:5). There can be no life apart 
from Christ and we abide in Christ 
only by fai th. We cannot keep 
ourselves any more than we are able to 
save ourselves. 
Robert Shank, in his book Life in 
the Son, explains it this way: "Christ's 
offering of Himself constitutes a once-
for-all sacrifice for sin which remains 
This article has appeared in pamphlet form for 
distribution through the congregations. The 
writer is the bishop of the Canadian conference. 
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eternally efficacious; but our participa-
tion in the benefit of His one sacrifice 
is progressive and wholly governed by 
our continuing in faith ana submission 
to Him." 
The single act of the will in receiving 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord does 
not place us beyond the possibility of 
falling. Even as saving faith must be 
preceded by repentance so it is 
sustained by obedience and dis-
cipleship. To wilfully persist in dis-
obedience to the known will of God is 
to forfeit the gift of salvation. 
The Scriptures exhort us to care-
fulness in Christian living, to purity of 
heart and life. We are admonished to 
stedfastness and perseverance. Hear 
again the Word of the Lord: 
" . . . the g o s p e l . . . by which also ye are saved, if 
ye hold fast what I preached unto you . . ." (I 
Cor. 15:1, 2 margin). 
" . . . to present you holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in His sight: If ye continue in the 
faith grounded and settled, and be not moved 
away from the hope of the Gospel . . ." (Col. 
1:22, 23). 
"Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear thee" (I 
Timothy 4:16). 
"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the 
living God. But exhort one another daily, while 
it is called to day; lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are 
made partakers of Christ, if we hold the begin-
ning of our confidence steadfast unto the end" 
(Hebrews 3:12-14). 
"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence 
to make your calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall:" (II Peter 
1:10). 
These verses should be studied in 
their context to receive the full impact 
of the admonitions given. The com-
patability of this truth with the 
promises of God to keep us is clear as 
we recognize that it is God's fore-
knowledge on which scriptural pre-
destination rests. This foreknowledge 
does not fatalistically place us beyond 
the possibility of either receiving grace 
or of falling from grace. 
Such was the general understand-
ing of the Church fathers for ap-
proximately four centuries after 
Christ. The Reformers, Luther and 
Calvin, and especially the followers of 
Calvin formulated the teachings of 
unconditional election, irresistible 
grace, and the inevitable perseverance 
of the saints. Arminius helped many 
believers to re-examine their stance 
regarding the security of the believer. 
He reached his conclusions while 
attempting to prepare a paper in sup-
port of the Calvanistic concepts of his 
time. 
The same Bible which urge? us to 
trust our Lord 's keeping p -wer 
repeatedly warns, us against presump-
tuous sins (Deut. 29:19, 20). These 
lead to apostasy. God blots out of His 
book those who sin against Him 
(Exodus 32:33). On the other hand He 
will not blot out of the Book of Life 
the name of him who overcomes 
(Revelation 3:5). 
After quoting many Scriptures, 
Shank goes on to say: 
"Peter, Jude, and the writer to the Hebrews 
sound similar warnings against the peril of 
presuming to continue in grace while deliberate-
ly pursuing habitual sin. Throughout our earthly 
sojourn, we are continually confronted with the 
necessity of choosing whether we shall have a 
Savior who saves us from (not in or with) our 
sins, or unrestrained sin without a Savior. We 
cannot have both. If Jesus is to save us, we must 
consent to be saved " f rom our sins" (Matt . 
1:21). 
" I t would be an error, of course, to suppose that 
the moment a Christian sins he is immediately 
severed from the Savior and deprived of His 
saving grace. To assume that grace is im-
mediately withdrawn from the Christian who 
sins is to deny the essence and meaning of grace. 
If grace is not for sinners, it is not grace. If 
mercy is not for the underserving, it is not 
mercy. Thank God, grace is for sinners, not the 
sinless — of whom there is none save Jesus, our 
Holy Savior. On-again, ofT-again "Chris t ians" 
who receive so much, and lose it so soon, are a 
reproach to Christ and His saving grace." 
Jesus has paid for the sins of all men 
(I John 2:2) past, present and future. 
to page six 
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T H E HANDWRITING OF GOD 
from page four 
Do-It-Yourself 
H. W. Buckwalter 
' " P H I S IS NOT a new idea. It is as 
old as man. In the very beginning 
God told Adam to till the ground, 
plant his corn and beans, pull the 
weeds, and live on the produce. He 
had to do it himself: for there was no 
one else to do it for him. In time when 
man became more brutish he made his 
wife pull the weeds and he went 
fishing. 
There are certain things that God 
demands of us. There are certain 
moral and spiritual laws we must 
observe or suffer the consequences. 
We cannot possibly go through this 
life with the idea that if God wants us 
in His heaven He will get us there in 
His own way, and we have nothing to 
do about it. That is the tragic position 
many are taking that is locking them 
in outer darkness. 
Did not Jesus say, "Ask, and ye 
shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you." Then he adds, "For every one 
that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened." What 
Jesus would have us learn by this is 
that we must do the asking, seeking 
and knocking. If asking does not get 
the answer then we should start 
knocking. To illustrate: If the early 
church had not been any more in 
earnest than some of us are today in 
our prayer meetings, Peter would have 
had his head chopped off the next 
morning. (Acts 12:5) They prayed 
"without ceasing" Gr. fervently. 
This applies to our salvation; even 
though we are saved by grace and not 
of works. There are certain things we 
must "do-it-yourself" or we never will 
be saved; and maybe that is who so 
many professing Christians do not 
have a definite Christian experience. 
Here are three steps that one can 
take; and every one who takes these 
steps will meet God right there. These 
steps are not child's play. We must be 
just as sincere and in earnest as when 
we buy a car or a piece of property. 
You cannot be like the man whom the 
minister addressed af ter family 
prayers: "What did you pray for?" 
After thinking a little the man replied, 
"Ah, not much in particular." "That 
is just what you are getting," the 
minister replied, "not much in par-
ticular." No one can take these steps 
for you, you must do-it-yourself. 
Seek ye the Lord while He may be 
found (Isa. 55:6). Jesus said, "Seek 
and ye shall find." But must the sinner 
seek the Lord? We always thought 
that it was God who was seeking the 
sinner. True, but if the sinner main-
tains an indifferent attitude like so 
many are doing, he will be swept over 
the falls to his doom. No man can ever 
say that God did not call him in one 
way or another, but it is every man's 
responsibility to heed that call, no 
matter how it comes. 
Call upon Him while He is near. He 
is nearer than you think. Like Peter 
(Matt. 14:30, 31). When he started to 
walk on the water to meet Jesus, the 
wind and waves distracted his atten-
tion from Jesus and he began to sink, 
but Jesus was right there and rebuked 
him "and caught him, and said, O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt?" 
The sea was Peter's life as a fisher-
man, but now when he got his eyes off 
of Jesus and "saw the wind boister-
ous," his feet began to slip down into 
the old life and he began to cry in 
earnest, "Lord save me." Then he 
found that the Lord was really near. 
Now take the third step over the 
threshold into the life of victory. 
Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lord, and He 
will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for He will abundantly pardon 
(Isa. 55:6, 7). This is a big step, but it 
is already implied in the first two. Now 
if you will take these three steps you 
will find God right there in the person 
of Jesus Christ. Just expect to meet the 
risen living Christ and you will not be 
disappointed. This third step is a 
complete turning around, away from 
the old life of sin and selfishness. Jesus 
is standing right there to receive you 
with open arms. 
So, "by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast." But there are some 
things that we must "do-it-yourself" 
to clear the way so that God can do 
what we cannot do. 
You cannot disguise handwriting, 
say the exper ts . No, and the 
handwriting on Moses' tablets, on 
Belshazzar's wall and on the ground 
where Jesus knelt, is identical. God the 
lawgiver is God the judge, and God the 
judge is God the Savior. On the cross 
where Jesus died, God the Savior took 
the penalty of our sin to fulfill the just 
requirements of God the lawgiver, and 
to satisfy the justice of God the judge. 
If you turn f rom God, His 
handwriting will seal your eternal 
lostness. But if you turn to Him, in 
repentance and faith, His handwriting 
will sign an eternal pardon, the end of 
all condemnation and the beginning of 
a new life! 
THE SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER 
from page five 
This is blessed truth! Through repen-
tance and saving faith in Christ, all the 
sins of the past are blotted out. Provi-
sion was made on the cross for future 
sins. Thus, John admonishes us not to 
sin but, if any does sin, he points the 
way to forgiveness through confession 
and the advocacy of Christ (I John 1:9; 
2:2). This is not license for wilful sin. 
Sin must be confessed. There is no 
sincere confession of sin without the 
attitude of forsaking that sin. To 
wilfully persist in sin, to turn one's 
back on God, destroys saving faith 
and places one outside the provision of 
salvation. 
How important, therefore, that as 
believers we forsake all sin and go on 
to heart cleansing and the fulness of 
the Spirit. The divine enabling is 
sufficient. We are complete in Jesus 
Christ. We need never fall. Precious 
truth! Alexander Maclaren says: 
" S o the sum of this whole matter is — abide in 
Christ . Let us root and ground our lives and 
characters in Him, and then God ' s inmost desire 
will be gratified in regard to us, and He will 
bring even us stainless and blameless into the 
blaze of His presence. There we shall all have to 
stand and let that all-penetrating light search us 
through and through. How do we expect to be 
then " found of Him in peace, without spot and 
blameless?" There is but one way — to live in 
constant exercise of faith in Christ and grip Him 
so close and sure that the world, the flesh, and 
the devil cannot make us loosen our fingers. 
Then He will hold us up, and His great purpose, 
which brought Him to earth and nailed Him to 
the cross, will be fulfilled in us; and at last, we 
shall lift up voices of wondering praise " t o him 
who is able to keep us f rom falling, and to 
present us faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy . " 
6 Evangelical Visitor 
Religious News 
New Chinese Bibles in 
M a o Script Published 
T h e first copy of the first t rans la t ion of 
the Bible in the M a o Chinese script was 
presented to Dr. R o b e r t H . Schul ler on a 
na t ional ly televised p r o g r a m by David 
W a n g f r o m H o n g Kong . 
" T h e e n o r m o u s historical i m p o r t a n c e of 
the (publ ishing) even t , " the d i rec tor of the 
" H o u r of P o w e r " TV p r o g r a m com-
m e n t e d , " c a n be u n d e r s t o o d in t he 
fol lowing light: the only t rans la t ion of the 
Bible in Ch inese tha t existed until today 
was a 170-year-old t rans la t ion wri t ten in 
the p r e - M a o sc r ip t . " 
F o r nearly two centuries , the Miss ionary 
C h r i s t i a n m o v e m e n t in C h i n a w a s 
h a m p e r e d by the high il l i teracy r a t e of the 
Ch inese popula t ion , Dr . Schul ler observed. 
Only a smal l f rac t ion of the masses was 
able to read . W h e n the C o m m u n i s t dic-
t a t o r took cont ro l of the 800 million 
C h i n e s e , he r e c o g n i z e d t h e need t o 
e l i m i n a t e i l l i t e racy in o r d e r t o c o m -
m u n i c a t e by pr inted page to the masses . 
Dr . Schu l le r ' s church provided the funds 
to pu rchase a Japanese-bu i l t pr in t ing press 
five years ago when the 23-year-old David 
W a n g in t roduced him to his t e a m of young 
Ch inese a t work on the t rans la t ion . 
T h e new Bible is published in the 
l anguage of 800 million ma in l and Chinese. 
Free Methodists to Continue Study 
Of Proposed Merger With Wesleyans 
T h e 28th Gene ra l C o n f e r e n c e of the 
F ree M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h voted to con t inue 
a s tudy of merger with the Wes leyan 
C h u r c h . 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e b o a r d s of t h e t w o 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s , in M a y , endorsed a d r a f t 
p l a n o f u n i o n . A p r o p o s e d n a m e , 
" W e s l e y a n Evangel ical C h u r c h , " for the 
u n i t e d d e n o m i n a t i o n w a s r e j e c t e d , 
however . 
T h e F ree M e t h o d i s t C o m m i t t e e on 
M e r g e r E x p l o r a t i o n p r o p o s e d t o t h e 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e here tha t the n a m e 
" W e s l e y a n M e t h o d i s t " be considered. 
Both churches a re conservat ive and 
a d h e r e to wha t they consider the original 
t eachings of J o h n Wesley, M e t h o d i s m ' s 
18th C e n t u r y English founder . 
T h e F r e e M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h , founded in 
1860, will con t inue to s tudy the merger 
p l an fo r t w o m o r e y e a r s , un t i l t h e 
Wes leyan Gene ra l C o n f e r e n c e in 1976 is 
d u e to t a k e a vote. 
If approved by the Wes leyans , the plan 
could be acted on by the F ree Me thod i s t s 
a t a special conference . M e r g e r would have 
to be approved by two- th i rds of the Free 
M e t h o d i s t congrega t ions . 
Korea M a y Become Christian 
Nation, National Observes 
K o r e a , a p redomina te ly Buddhis t na-
t ion, is on its way to becoming " a Chr is -
t ian n a t i o n , " says J o o n G o n Kim, d i rec tor 
of C a m p u s C r u s a d e for Chr is t in his 
home land . 
Evangelist Billy G r a h a m a t t rac ted the 
largest crowd of his career in J u n e 1973, 
Dr . Kim pointed out , when an es t imated 
1.1 million people ga thered for the last day 
of his Korean crusade. 
C a m p u s C r u s a d e will host here Aug . 14-
18 " E x p l o 74 , " an event tha t is expected to 
a t t r ac t m o r e than 300,000 young people 
and adul t s f rom all over the world. 
T h e meet ing is pa t te rned a f t e r Explo '72 
in Dal las which assembled m o r e than 
80,000 Chr i s t i ans for t ra ining sessions and 
mass meet ings in the Co t ton Bowl. 
Killer of Mrs. King Had 
"Religion All His Own" 
T h e accused slayer of Mrs . M a r t i n 
Lu ther King, Sr . was arres ted earl ier (in 
Apr i l ) for preaching se rmons through a 
loudspeaker f rom his a p a r t m e n t window. 
H e was fined $50. 
M a r c u s W a y n e C h e n a u l t , 21, of 
Day ton , Ohio , an Oh io S t a t e Universi ty 
s tudent , has been accused of shoot ing three 
persons at a church service in A t l a n t a J u n e 
30 when Mrs . King and ano ther church 
m e m b e r , a man , died. 
" M a r c u s had a religion all his o w n , " 
said fellow s tudent R icha rd Kish at Oh io 
S ta te . " H e would pick a little bit f r om 
every re l ig ion." 
Tony Fontaine Dies at 47 
C a n c e r has taken the life of Singer Tony 
Fon ta ine . H e was 47. 
Best known on the char t s for his record-
ings of " C o l d , Cold H e a r t , " and " S y n -
copa ted C l o c k , " he turned exclusively to 
gospel music following a near - fa ta l traffic 
accident in 1957. 
" T h e T o n y F o n t a i n e S t o r y , " an 
au tob iog raph ic film seen in 19 languages 
th roughou t the world, chronicled the life of 
the en te r ta iner who gave up his secular 
career to speak and sing of his love for 
Jesus Chr is t . 
Millions Face Starvation in '75 
In the coming year , up to 75 million 
people could s tarve to dea th , an official 
with the Wor ld Counci l of Churches said 
in Geneva . 
T h e Rev. G r a e m e Jackson , act ing direc-
tor of the W C C ' s commiss ion on in-
te rchurch aid, re fugee and world services, 
told a meet ing of the o rgan iza t ion ' s com-
mission that between 400 and 800 million 
persons a round the world were suffering 
f r o m malnut r i t ion . 
" I n c r e a s i n g food costs and growing food 
deficits in the developing countr ies plus 
worsening cl imat ic condi t ions could mean 
between 25 and 75 million persons will 
s ta rve to dea th by this t ime next y e a r , " he 
said. 
Charismatic Catholics Call For 
Uniting With Mary, Peter 
Card ina l Leo Suenens provided little 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t for ecumenical ly minded 
cha r i sma t i c evangelicals when he told 
m o r e than 25,000 people at M a s s dur ing 
the C h a r i s m a t i c Renewal M o v e m e n t a t 
Sou th Bend, Ind. , tha t their movemen t 
would progress if they unite with the 
M o t h e r of G o d and the visible Church . H e 
c a l l e d M a r y t h e " f i r s t c h a r i s m a t i c 
C h r i s t i a n " a n d t h e " h e a r t of t h e 
char i smat ic C h u r c h . " 
C h a r i s m a t i c C a t h o l i c s , C a r d i n a l 
Suenens declared, " m u s t uni te with M a r y 
and Peter . 
Garner Ted Armstrong Announces 
Budget Cuts For Cult 
In the wake of a revolt this spr ing by 
m e m b e r s of the Wor ldwide C h u r c h of G o d 
over the issue of high living and doctr ine, 
G a r n e r Ted A r m s t r o n g , son of founder 
Herbe r t W . A r m s t r o n g , has announced a 
deficit of $3.8 million. 
A m b a s s a d o r Col lege and e lementa ry 
and high school p r o g r a m s will face cuts; 
Bricket W o r d Col lege in England will be 
reduced f rom a four-year liberal a r t s in-
s t i tut ion to a two-year g r a d u a t e minis ter ial 
p r o g r a m ; the jet G a r n e r Ted flies and one 
main ta ined by the Texas church will be 
sold. A G u l f s t r e a m 11 je t used by the 
founder may also be sold. 
United Presbyterian Assembly Rejects 
"De-Masculinization" of worshipbook 
Largely because of budge ta ry reasons 
but part ly because of out r ight reject ion, 
"de -mascu l i n i za t i on" of a new Worsh ip -
b o o k w a s r e j e c t e d a t t h e U n i t e d 
Presbyte r ian Genera l Assembly . 
A Special Jo in t C o m m i t t e e on the 
W o r s h i p b o o k ran into s t rong opposi t ion 
on t h e floor w h e n it r e c o m m e n d e d 
changing m o r e than 250 male gener ic 
p ronouns or mascul ine words . 
I t a l so p r o p o s e d r e w r i t i n g p h r a s e s 
"which in the mind of the c o m m i t t e e might 
be c o n s i d e r e d i n a p p r o p r i a t e f r o m a 
w o m a n ' s perspect ive ." 
O t h e r changes would have deal t with the 
wording of fixed texts, including the L o r d ' s 
P rayer , the Nicene Creed and the S u r s u m 
C o r d a , plus addi t ions of ma te r i a l s such as 
prayers for All Sa in t s Day . 
Southern Presbyterians Request Ban 
On TV Alcoholic Beverage Ads 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s (delegates) to the 114th 
Genera l Assembly of the Presbyte r ian 
Church in the U . S . (Sou the rn ) called on 
the Federal C o m m u n i c a t i o n s C o m m i s s i o n 
to ban television commerc ia l s for alcoholic 
beverages. 
Point ing to wha t they descr ibed as the 
" i n u n d a t i n g inf lux" of television c o m m e r -
cials for alcoholic beverages and a " r i s ing 
p r o b l e m " of adolescent a lcohol ism, the 
commiss ione r s asked the F C C to t a k e 
steps to ban television commerc ia l s tha t 
advoca te the use of such beverages. 
Evangelical Free Church Divests 
Self of College Ownership 
T h e E v a n g e l i c a l F r e e C h u r c h of 
A m e r i c a voted to divest itself of the 
ownersh ip of Tr ini ty College, Deerfield, 
111., so it can b e c o m e an independent 
Chr i s t i an college. 
T h e vote, taken at the c h u r c h ' s 90th 
annua l conference, was 575 in favor , 230 
opposed. 
Tr ini ty Evangelical Divinity School , 
which shares the Deerfield c a m p u s with 
Tr ini ty College, will con t inue to be owned 
and opera ted by the Free C h u r c h . 
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During the week of May 26 to June 2, 1974, Choma Secondary School 
(operated jointly by the Brethren in Christ and Pilgrim Wesleyan 
Churches) was blessed with a Holy Spirit "shake-up." Reverend Luke 
L. Keefer was the Lord's instrument in bringing many people into a 
vital relationship in the Spirit. 
The Fire in Hostel 6 
Miriam Stern 
Q U R COFFEE CUPS had been drained to the last drop 
and we were enjoying the last bit of warmth from the 
dying embers in the fireplace. It was time for us to be in 
bed — the evangelist was already snoring noisily in the 
back room. He deserved to sleep well as reward for his 
efforts in the warm service earlier in the evening, in which 
many students remained to pray — some for salvation and 
others to realize the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
Just then the bells on our front door jingled and we 
found three cold but excited girls standing on the veran-
dah. They came in and warmed themselves briefly while 
they spilled out the reason for their errand. "The girls in 
Hostel 6 are just crying and praying — will you come?" Of 
course I would come. Wasn't this the very reason we had 
come to this country? I grabbed my all-weather coat and 
was thankful that the winter lining was in as I trudged with 
the girls in the cold night air. By comparison, they were 
lightly dressed. Before we reached the last dormitory, No. 
6, sounds of spiritual warfare pierced the otherwise still 
night. 
In each hostel there are two long rooms joined by a 
small common room. In this space, measuring about 12 by 
16 feet, there must have been forty or more girls — in as 
many states of dress and posture — praying, crying and 
sometimes singing. 
A Form V girl, who was usually a very quiet person, had 
received the Holy Spirit and knelt on the cold concrete 
floor with arms stretched to heaven 'calling hard' to the 
Lord on behalf of her classmate on the bed beside her. The 
classmate thought it much ado about nothing and tried not 
to pay attention to her, suggesting that they better go to 
sleep as they would be late to wake for class the next 
morning. But soon she found herself also praying and 
crying to God for help. Never before in Africa had I seen 
such calling on God. Many younger students were also 
there, praying and being prayed for. Many of them were 
resisting going to the meetings, as they did not understand 
what this revival bit was all about. (Our students come 
to page nine 
Reverend Ndabenduku Dlodlo 
Has Gone to His Reward 
Joyce M. Khumalo 
T JMFUNDISI DLODLO, as we all 
^ k n e w him, passed away at Mpilo 
Hospital on 19th April, 1974. He was 
baptized by Bishop Steigerwald in 
1911, became an overseer of the 
Matopo District in 1921, and was 
ordained to the ministry in 1944. He 
served the church faithfully until 
blindness and ill health forced him to 
retire in 1959. As his ntural eyesight 
became dimmer through the years, it 
seems that his spiritual eyes became 
keener. Especially was he interested in 
the growth of the church. His prayer 
at the Anniversary Conference in 
August, 1973, was significant that in it 
was his deep desire that the Church of 
God should grow. 
Before he went to the hospital, he 
had a vision which at first he was not 
going to talk about and then he felt 
compelled to send the message of his 
vision to the Matopo Church. He was 
shown a picture of the church from the 
time he started to serve it until his 
retirement. He saw a great, great con-
gregation dressed in white. Bishop A. 
J. Book was giving out pamphlets to 
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the members of the congregation. In 
the pamphlet was written, "KU 
PHELELISIWE" ("It is finished"). 
When Dlodlo was brought to Mpilo, 
the doctor who was to attend him was 
not available for a few days, so he 
came to our home to stay. When he 
came, I saw he was a very sick man 
and I was scared and wondered why 
they had to bring such an invalid to us. 
I wondered how we would take care of 
him with his being blind. On 
Wednesday he led us in our evening 
prayers. After the prayers he was 
asked to go to bed, but he refused to 
go because he wanted to visit with 
Bishop Kumalo. He talked and dis-
cussed about the church work until he 
slept very late that night. It was a 
blessing to have him in our home those 
few days. He was then admitted to 
hospital on the 28th February and 
treated for diabetes. When we visited 
him a few days later, he told us he was 
going to have an operation on one of 
his eyes. He seemed pleased about the 
idea because he had hopes of receiving 
his sight again. Eventually both eyes 
were operated on but with no success. 
Instead he grew steadily worse and 
passed away peacefully. 
It was Rev. Dlodlo's wish to be 
buried in the M a t o p o Mission 
cemetery where many of the church 
leaders are buried. On Saturday morn-
ing the body was taken to his home 
and then to the Matopo Mission 
C h u r c h for the s e rv i ce . Rev. 
Manhlenhle Kumalo spoke on behalf 
of Umfundisi Dlodlo and Rev. L. L. 
Keefer gave the message. At the 
graveside Dlodlo's favorite songs were 
sung. There was a note of victory 
throughout the whole service. He died 
at the age of seventy-five. 
We shall all miss Father Dlodlo. 
Arthur M. Climenhaga, former bishop and 
superintendent of the church in Africa, assists 
Brother Dlodlo from the platform during the 
75th anniversary celebration at Matopo in 
August 1973. 
Evangelical Visitor 
The Fire in Hostel 6 
from page eight 
from just about any background, so this was a first-time 
experience for some.) One person's prayer was revealing; 
she prayed, "Oh Lord, help these young Form I's not to 
hide under the beds when it's time for services. I learned 
the first of many lessons on this night — these older 
students can pray their younger sisters under conviction 
much better than we missionaries can. 
After allowing responses from those girls who received 
help and commending them to our gracious Lord for the 
night, I returned to my house accompanied by those 
One day I remained so that I could see the preacher 
personally, but on that day the Holy Word had spoken 
to many and I could not see him personally. We 
prayed together as a large group. The preacher said, 
"Let us make a line by holding our hands together" 
and he prayed. That t ime I felt the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in me and I was very sure that I was wholly 
pure. I felt as if my heart was put in clean cold water. I 
can say that God worked a miracle at our school and 
has answered our prayers by giving us the Holy Spirit. 
(L. M.) 
fearless worthies who came for me. They thought I might 
be afraid of the night, and anyway they weren't sleepy with 
the coals of tonight's holy fire still aglow in their hearts. 
"I Won't Believe It Unless I See It" 
That's what one new missionary said when I shared the 
night's happening the next day. He had heard only well-
organized, unemotional prayers from the students — the 
kind he himself prayed. "All right," I suggested, "if they 
call me tonight, I'm coming to get your wife." He agreed. 
Two nights later they came, but the fire this time had 
spread to Hostel 5. Trying to be true to my word, I told the 
girls we were going to get another missionary to go with 
us. At my 'disbelieving' friend's house, we found his wife 
had already gone to bed. But she quickly got up and joined 
us as this promised to be more exciting than sleeping. 
As we walked, I was reminded of the words of Paul 
Moore during our furlough in 1972 when he said that when 
one is a 'spiritual obstetrician' you can expect to be called 
upon any time of the day or night, just as is the case with 
physical births. He decried the idea that spiritual births 
should happen only on designated hours on Sunday or 
Wednesday night. 
In Hostel 5 the similar small room was crowded with 
girls, much as two nights previous. As they softly sang 
"Jesus may come in the morning, 
Jesus may come at noon, 
Jesus may come in the evening, 
So keep your heart in tune," 
I felt like He might come just then . . . it was such a holy 
atmosphere! Girls were crying and praying under the 
strains of the beautiful harmony. What a sight! Form V 
girls, wearing a denominational tag of one of 57 varieties 
but under the power of the Holy Spirit, were kneeling 
beside younger girls, leading them to Christ. 
As we left the hostel, my co-worker was awed with a 
sense of inadequacy for such a situation. Language can be 
a real barrier when dealing with young students, as our 
English church terminology is indeed strange. Another 
lesson came through: just being there and supporting the 
older girls in prayer while they dealt with the young ones is 
a valuable contribution. 
This emotional 'high' could not go on forever, could it? 
We read in Genesis 1:2 that "the Spirit of God moved [or 
brooded] upon the face of the waters." The Holy Spirit 
was certainly brooding over our campus . . . like a dove . . . 
fluttering . . . stirring. We lived in a state of expectancy. 
Then The Evangelist Went Home 
and the Demons Showed Themselves 
Six nights after the close of the meetings, we were 
turning in for the night. We had just returned from taking 
a team of girls to a country church to share revival 
victories. It was near midnight as we heard those bells on 
our front door again. Four girls came into the living room 
— to pray, we thought. "No, there is a girl with a demon in 
Hostel 6 . . . will you come?" Demons! And they're calling 
me? Why didn't demons trouble us when Brother Keefer 
was here? No one said anything about demons then. Oh, 
how puny I feel. But I must go — didn't Jesus say "all 
power is given unto Me . . . Go . . . I am with you." 
Grabbing my warm coat, I asked my husband to pray. He 
knew how weak I felt. 
This missionary entered Hostel 6 with trepidation, but 
knowing at the same time that we were on God's business. 
Somehow it seemed like a competition, for although there 
were many girls who believed that God wanted to do a 
great thing for us, there were many students who were 
cynical about God's power and would laugh with glee if 
they did not see it work. Just then I espied Ellivate, one of 
the girls from the night before, smiling through her tears 
and motioning me to a girl near her. "This one has a 
demon. After films tonight we returned here and began 
praying and singing. The demon threw this girl onto the 
floor and she couldn't talk." By now she was kneeling and 
could speak. Although it seemed the demon had left, we 
prayed for her again. A second Form V girl who had 
received the Holy Spirit had joined us in praying for those 
asking for help. 
The greatest thing added to me during the revival is 
the Holy Spirit. I have found out that God has created 
me for a purpose. It is my responsibility to bring 
others to Christ. Before the revival I was a lover of 
money but I found out that money is nothing to my life. 
Power has been added to me. I feel as if the words 
said in Acts 1:8 were said to me. (J. M.) 
Nearby another young student was choking with sobs. 
"This one wants us to pray for her, too" they said. After 
praying in the name of Jesus, for her cleansing, we went to 
the other side of the room to another girl. Just how long 
could this go on, and what would happen next, I 
wondered? 
I could hardly believe my eyes when I saw a quiet Form 
II girl who had been in my Tuesday evening prayer group. 
The story was that her history of demon possession 
included a trip to the witch doctor near the end of last year. 
Of late she was missing four out of five days of school due 
to illness. She told us she believed that Christ could help 
her and she wanted help. We began to pray in Jesus' name. 
We kept a chain of prayer going; when one stopped, 
another picked it up. She began to sob and shake; then her 
whole body jerked, her eyes closed and she became 
speechless. We began to thank and praise God for 
to page ten 
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answering. We thanked and thanked a long time. After 
about an hour, when she did not respond but remained in a 
jerking sleep, we weren't quite sure what to think. In 
recounting New Testament deliverances, we knew most of 
them were instantaneous. Then I remembered those 
disciples at the food of the Mount of Transfiguration who 
failed and asked Jesus why. The question troubled me — 
had we also failed? The King James version quotes Jesus 
as saying, "This kind can come forth by nothing but by 
prayer and fasting." 
I shared what I was thinking with the girls, and that I 
was willing to go without food until this girl came through 
victoriously. We pulled her onto a mattress on the floor 
and commended her to the Lord, and sent the other girls to 
bed. I told them I would walk home alone— I had to pray. 
As my legs were propelled as if by automation, I agonized 
to God tne whole way home. 
I found a blazing fire when I arrived at our house. Pete 
could watch and pray better with a fire. As we shared the 
doings of the past hour and a half, I poured out my 
'disciple that failed' feeling. Together we committed our 
burden to God, thanking Him for the unseen. We slept. 
Early next morning we were awakened by far-off noises. 
The first thought was that demons have broken out again 
in the girls' hostels. But upon investigation we found the 
noises coming from some students on the sports field. Our 
girl was still 'out like a light' and would not respond, but at 
least she was breathing regularly. We went to church under 
a heaviness for her. How much can one safely identify with 
those possessed? Yet we were trusting in the power of Jesus 
Christ. We were aware of critical attitudes as one girl said 
to Ellivate, "See, you have made her sick again." She 
replied, "No, you must have faith." 
After what would have been lunch, Ellivate came to our 
house with such a glowing face that I was sure it had to be 
good news. "She is talking and she is all right. She wants 
you to come and pray with her for greater faith that 'they' 
will not return." What a lift to the spirit and a lightness to 
the step! We found her, smiling and quiet as she sat having 
her hair fashioned into many little twists. Four of us found 
a small room and prayed. We shared our lesson in faith we 
had learned, that after asking in Jesus' name, thank Him 
for what He is going to do and leave it with Him. Strange, 
I thought, these girls who were brought up in a land of 
demon power dominance displayed greater faith in God's 
power than I, a missionary. 
As I was praying, my heart changed from sadness to 
joy. I felt as if there was fire entering my heart. Tears 
ran down my cheeks. These were tears of joy. Words 
of praise which I did not expect came out of my mouth. 
I knew the Holy Spirit had come into my heart and it 
gave me courage. I felt as if I was like those people in 
the Upper Room in Jerusalem. I felt new and fresh. I 
was real sure the Lord was with me and if He came I 
could have gone with Him. (J. K.) 
The Christian students were rejoicing and praising God. 
Not until Tuesday night in prayer group did I learn that on 
the following night, Sunday, in Hostel 6, two more demons 
were commanded to go . . . in the name of Jesus. Those 
Form V girl evangelists are out to really have Hostel 6 
completely purged through the purifying fire of the Holy 
Spirit. 
• » » 
10 
Four Weeks Later 
As we analyze the revival, some pertinent factors 
surface: 
(1) Blessing followed adjustments having been made in 
the school timetable and curtailment of many extra 
curricular activities to allow more time for organized 
prayer. 
We have seen the value of concentrated prayer. Since 
the meetings are passed and there is decreased prayer, 
there is evidence of increased Satanic activity. 
(2) Since the beginning of this year, more than 250 
students have been enrolled in weekly after-study prayer 
groups (8:30 p.m.) 
We had struggled with the question of where to find staff 
counselors for younger students' prayer groups. The 
answer came with the older students who have something 
to share. Groups of Form I students, led by seniors, are 
now meeting weekly in the hostels. In their meetings they 
memorize Scripture verses on how to become a Christian, 
learn to pray, and how to use the Bible. 
I am indeed happy because I have opened my heart to 
Jesus Christ to dwell in. When I think of the things I 
used to do, it makes my hair stand. But now I am a 
new-born Christian, the son of the Lord Christ. I know 
Satan is going to give me a hard time. He is going to 
tempt me to forget about my Lord, but I am praying 
hard that when those times come I will say, "Lord, 
steer my life according to Thy will." (F. M.) 
(3) It has been proven practically that spiritual growth 
results from the sharing of fresh victories. Small teams are 
visiting country churches where the people are surprised to 
see high school students coming, not to show the latest 
styles of dress or display their knowledge of English, but to 
share Jesus in the dynamic of the Holy Spirit. The people 
say they've never seen or heard anything like it. 
At one government high school where a monthly 
Sunday meeting is held with evangelicals, the staff member 
in charge had no time to preach as the student team with 
their testimonies sparked so much heart searching among 
the other students that it resulted in a prayer meeting. At 
another similar school more recently, seventeen students 
remained to pray after hearing how God can do for them 
what He did for us here at Choma Secondary. 
(4) The Holy Spirit emphasis has created: 
—a deeper concern for spiritual needs of people outside 
the extended family. 
—a shift in values. Money and position are taking a 
back seat; wanting to do God's will comes first. 
—fresher testimonies instead of repeating victories of 
last year or five years ago, all because of day-by-day 
spiritual happenings. 
—holy boldness (the students call it "courage"), so 
much so that students frequently requested permission to 
give their testimony in morning chapel in front of the other 
700 students. The greater moving was among the older 
students, both boys and girls. One big senior footballer 
publicly admitted that they used to go for smoking dagga 
(marijuana) during study time. 
* * * 
(We leave this report open-ended, for as the sparks fall 
here and there, we hear of another blaze. — Mim Stern) 
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The Local Church Can 
Help Change the World 
Edward R. Dayton 
The world is dying! 
But how can I help? 
"Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel . . ." just doesn't seem that 
simple anymore, does it? The world 
has become so complex, so big, so 
overwhelming. What little we are able 
to do to help looks small and insignifi-
cant next to the mountainous size of 
the problem. 
And yet, these have been some of 
the most exciting years in the history 
of the Church! There are more 
Christians in the world today than at 
any other time in history! Around the 
world God is sweeping entire peoples 
into His kingdom. 
God wants us to be men and women 
who are part of the solution, not part 
of the problem! 
"Live life, then, with a due sense of responsibili-
ty, not as men who do not know the meaning 
and purpose of life but as those who do. Make 
the best use of your time, despite all the 
difficulties of these days. Don't be vague, but 
firmly grasp what you know to be the will of the 
Lord" (Ephesians 5:15-17, Phillips). 
There's a world out there, a world of 
3.82 billion people. Over two billion of 
those people have never had an oppor-
tunity to even hear the name of Jesus 
Christ. More than a billion of them go 
to bed each night hungry and afraid of 
a world that bruises and terrifies them. 
You can help. 
You can learn how to be part of God's 
strategy. 
Your local church is a key part of the 
great pattern of God's love. 
"Missions" has almost become an 
obsolete word for many of us. It 
conjures up pictures of wild animals 
and strange native customs and a 
special breed of person whom God has 
mysteriously called to far and distant 
corners of the earth. 
But missions is what God is doing in 
the world today: people telling other 
people in other places about the love 
of Christ. 
This article is reprinted from the January 1974 
issue of World Vision. Used by permission. The 
writer is Director, Missions Advanced Research 
and Communications Center, World Vision 
International. 
And your local church cannot only 
have a significant part in God's mis-
sion to the world, but you and all the 
members of your church can ex-
perience that same joy and excitement 
that was found in the Church in the 
Book of Acts. You can discover what 
has happened over and over as men 
have launched out in faith, a faith that 
was beyond themselves. 
Start with your goals. 
What are the goals of your missions 
program, not just for next year, but 
for five years from now? How many 
young people do you plan to have on 
short- term assignment overseas? 
When will your church prayerfully 
send forth its next missionary couple 
from your own congregation? What 
part of the world needs your con-
gregation's special attention? What 
Church News 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Freshmen Attend Orientation 
A to ta l of 195 of t he a p p r o x i m a t e l y 250 
i n c o m i n g f r e s h m e n e x p e c t e d t o e n t e r 
M e s s i a h C o l l e g e t h i s f a l l a t t e n d e d 
f r e s h m a n o r i e n t a t i o n w e e k e n d s , M a y 31-
J u n e 1 o r J u n e 14, 15. 
P a r e n t s of e n t e r i n g f r e s h m e n a n d 
p rospec t ive s t uden t s themse lves , as gues t s 
of t he col lege, w e r e given i n f o r m a t i o n 
c o n c e r n i n g the c a m p u s , the c u r r i c u l u m , 
counse l ing services, a n d va r ious f e a t u r e s of 
life a t M e s s i a h Co l l ege . 
S t u d e n t s w h o h a d not a l r e a d y t a k e n t he 
A . C . T . test were given the o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
d o so. A l a n g u a g e p l a c e m e n t tes t w a s a l so 
g iven. 
Skil len Completes Doctorate 
J a m e s W . Ski l len A s s i s t a n t P r o f e s s o r of 
P o l i t i c a l S c i e n c e a n d P h i l o s o p h y a t 
M e s s i a h Col lege , recent ly received t he 
P h . D . d e g r e e f r o m D u k e Un ive r s i t y . 
A g r a d u a t e of W h e a t o n Col lege , Dr . 
Sk i l l en received a B . D . deg ree f r o m W e s t -
m i n s t e r T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y a n d an 
mission agencies seem to be really 
doing a job for the Lord? Which 
available people and programs would 
help build life back into your church? 
Move on to learning. 
Get into this world! Learn about its 
needs and heartbreaks. Share the 
needs and burdens with one another. 
Prayerfully expect God to make you 
part of His plans. 
Find the joy of being part of the 
solution, rather than part of the 
problem. 
What your church believes about 
missions, what your church does about 
missions can change the entire 
strategy of a given agency or mission 
task force. This is a new day for 
missions. Each local church is part of 
the overseas team. Where does your 
church fit in? 
M . A . f r o m D u k e Un ive r s i t y . H e a lso did 
g r a d u a t e w o r k at the F r e e Un ive r s i t y of 
A m s t e r d a m in T h e N e t h e r l a n d s . 
H i s wr i t ings have a p p e a r e d in a n u m b e r 
o f p e r i o d i c a l s . H i s m e m b e r s h i p in 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s o c i e t i e s i n c l u d e s t h e 
A m e r i c a n Pol i t ica l Sc i ence A s s o c i a t i o n 
a n d t he A s s o c i a t i o n for the A d v a n c e m e n t 
of C h r i s t i a n S c h o l a r s h i p . 
Dr . Sk i l l en j o ined t he co l lege facu l ty in 
J a n u a r y , 1973. His p rev ious expe r i ence 
inc ludes t each ing a t U n i o n C h r i s t i a n Bible 
Ins t i tu te , D u r h a m , N . C . 
H e is the son of Rev . a n d M r s . W . R. 
Sk i l l en of M e c h a n i c s b u r g , P a . H i s wife, 
D o r e e n , is the d a u g h t e r of Dr . and M r s . C . 
O . W i t t l i n g e r , G r a n t h a m , P a . 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
R e c e n t gues t s p e a k e r s a t t he Granville 
Church w e r e Ethe l a n d G r a y b i l l B r u b a k e r . 
Both of t he B r u b a k e r s s h a r e d the i r w o r k in 
A f r i c a in the m o r n i n g a n d evening ser-
vices. Rev . M a r t i n Bai r is t he p a s t o r . 
T h e Iron Springs congregation held a 
F a t h e r ' s D a y ou t ing a t t he h o m e of the i r 
to page fourteen 
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Writing 
A LAMENTATION 
Martha E. Byers 
Waynesboro, Pa. 
Congregation—Five Forks 
Tears run down my soul in 
mourning for 
the ignorance of my people— 
the arrogant. 
How long shall we bloat our starved 
minds at 
the table of God Bless White America 
with feasts of the Great White Way? 
How long shall we attempt to force our 
Abraham Lincoln down the throats of 
those who know better? 
How long will we remove a man's legs 
and then brand him lazy 
when he doesn't enter the race? 
How long shall we scald another culture 
at the bottom of our melting pot? 
How long till we peer over our high collars 
to experience the worth of another 
people's unique culture? 
How long will we rot contentedly 
in our graves of apathy 
brushing impatiently away like cobwebs 
the cries of our fellow man? 
I ask you. 
In the name of God 
How long? 
10 Reasons Why I Do Not Drink 
Russell Krabill 
I D E O P L E occasionally ask: " W h a t ' s wrong with 
A drinking? Didn't Jesus turn the water into wine? The 
Bible doesn't teach total abstinence. Aren't you being 
legalistic to take a 'touch not, handle not' position?" 
I think not. I am not a total abstainer because I think it 
makes me a more holy person. I am not an ascetic. I don't 
think I am a legalist. There are several reasons, however, 
why I do not drink. 
1. I do not need it for food. There are calories in strong 
drink, but no food value. Heavy drinkers often suffer from 
malnutrition. 
2. I am a steward of my money. I do not believe the 
Lord approves of my spending money "for that which is 
not bread." I will need to give an account of my 
stewardship. 
3. I do not want to become an alcoholic. Because of 
biochemical imbalance or unknown hereditary factors I 
may be a potential alcoholic. Time magazine quotes Marty 
Mann as follows: "There have been people I call 'instant 
alcoholics' who are in trouble the minute they drink." The 
Bible condemns drunkenness. 1 Corinthians 6:10. If I 
never start to drink, I will never be an alcoholic. 
4. I want to maintain my health. Next to heart disease 
and cancer, alcoholism is the country's biggest health 
problem. Heavy drinkers often have liver, heart, and 
digestive trouble. 
5. I want to have a clear mind. Heavy and long-term 
drinking cuts down on learning ability and even destroys 
brain cells. I can't afford to do anything to dull my mental 
capacity. God wants to use my mind. 
6. I drive an automobile. Almost half the automobile 
deaths and accidents in the United States each year 
happen because those involved are "under the influence." 
People killed with an automobile are just as dead as those 
who are killed with a gun. 
7. I want to be a Christian example. If I drink someone 
might think it is all right for him to start. Children follow 
the example of their parents. The immature follow the 
example of the more mature. " I t is good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak" (Rom. 14:21). 
8. I love my family. I was recently talking to a tavern 
operator who said, "There is a definite pattern. The first 
six months the wife calls regularly to see if her husband is 
in the tavern. Then there is a period of silence. The next 
thing you see is a notice in the paper that she has sued him 
for divorce." 
9. I do not want to support a bad institution. I am 
uncomfortable about supporting an institution such as the 
modern liquor business which is the cause of so much 
violence, murder, crime, and wickedness. If I bought 
whiskey and beer, I'd feel as though I were giving my vote 
to propagate an evil institution. 
10. I look to the Lord for strength. A person needs 
external support. I have found the Lord a very present help 
in trouble. Some depend on alcohol in a time of crisis. A 
few weeks ago one of my drinking friends lost his job. Sure 
enough, when I called during the day, his wife reported 
that he was in bed "sleeping." 
Reprinted from Gospel Herald 
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p a s t o r . R e v . a n d M r s . A m o s Kipe, on 
S u n d a y , J u n e 16. 
T h e Marsh Creek congregation held a 
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g service fo r a new add i t i on 
t o the i r p re sen t c h u r c h bu i ld ing on S u n d a y 
m o r n i n g , M a y 19. T h e p a s t o r is Rev . 
L loyd B u c k w a l t e r . 
T h e Waynesboro congregation received 
n ine p e o p l e in to c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p on 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g , J u n e 23. Rev . Virgil N . 
B o o k s is t h e p a s t o r . 
Atlantic 
T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s of the Bellevue Park 
Church a n d t he C h u r c h of t he N a z a r e n e 
held a j o i n t o u t d o o r serv ice on S u n d a y 
evening , J u n e 30. A h y m n sing w a s con -
d u c t e d a n d t he film, " A T h i e f in the 
N i g h t " w a s s h o w n . T h e p a s t o r a t Bel levue 
P a r k is Rev . J o h n K. S t o n e r . 
T h e Conoy congregation r e p o r t s t ha t 
s ix teen ch i ld ren m a d e dec i s ions for t he 
L o r d d u r i n g the i r r ecen t Bible school . 
T h e r e were 143 en ro l l ed . R e v . Al len 
D o u r t e is t h e p a s t o r . 
S i n c e J a n u a r y of th is y e a r the Lancaster 
congregat ion h a s set a s ide t he last S u n d a y 
of e a c h m o n t h to s h a r e in the min i s t ry of 
the g h e t t o a n d inner ci ty of Ph i l ade lph i a . 
O f f e r i n g s of food s tuff , c a n n e d g o o d s , and 
c lo the s a r e b r o u g h t in each m o n t h . T h e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s f o r t h e m o n t h of J u n e 
p r o d u c e d a s t a t ion w a g o n load of 13 boxes . 
O n F a t h e r ' s D a y , J u n e 16, t he cho i r s ang 
" T h e G r e e n a n d B u d d i n g B o u g h , " wr i t t en 
by o n e of the i r m e m b e r s , Mrs . John W . 
He i sey . R e v . E b e r D o u r t e is t he p a s t o r a t 
L a n c a s t e r . 
T h e M a n o r congregation held a farewel l 
se rv ice for the i r re t i r ing p a s t o r . Rev. and 
M r s . Henry N . Hostetter on S u n d a y 
even ing , J u l y 14. A n in s t a l l a t i on service 
w a s held fo r the i r new p a s t o r , Rev. John 
H a w b a k e r on S u n d a y m o r n i n g , J u l y 21. A 
w e l c o m e w a s held fo r t he H a w b a k e r f a m i -
ly in t he even ing . 
Canadian 
T h i r t e e n s t u d e n t s of t he N iagara Chris-
tian Col l ege we re b a p t i z e d in t he N i a g a r a 
R i v e r on J u n e 9. Rev . R o b e r t J . R o l s t o n , 
p a s t o r of t he S h e r k s t o n c o n g r e g a t i o n b a p -
t ized t h e g r o u p . 
T h e Ridgemount congregation h a s a 
s t u d e n t m i n i s t e r for t he s u m m e r m o n t h s . 
H e is W i l f o r d J a m e s w h o has a t t e n d e d 
Br ie rc res t Bible I n s t i t u t e fo r t w o yea r s . 
R e v . J o h n S c h o c k is the p a s t o r . 
Central 
O n S u n d a y , J u n e 9, twen ty - f ive ch i ld ren 
were d e d i c a t e d in t he Leonard Church. T h e 
p a s t o r is R e v . D w a y n e L. H u l e t t . 
T h e F r e d H o l l a n d f a m i l y p r e s e n t e d the 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g service on J u n e 23 t o the 
Phoneton congregation. T h e H o l l a n d s h a v e 
r ecen t ly c o m p l e t e d t h r e e t e r m s of mis-
s i o n a r y service in A f r i c a . R e v . E l a m 
D o h n e r is t h e p a s t o r at P h o n e t o n . 
T h e P e q u e a c o n g r e g a t i o n ded ica t ed 
the i r new c h u r c h on J u n e 2. T h e S u n d a y 
a f t e r n o o n d e d i c a t i o n s e r v i c e w a s t h e 
c l i m a x of services which began on F r i d a y 
even ing with special s p e a k e r s a n d m u s i c 
each evening. T h e ded i ca t i on s e r m o n w a s 
given by Rev . J o h n E. Z e r c h e r , a f o r m e r 
p a s t o r , with Bishop C h a r l i e B. Byers in 
c h a r g e of t he act of ded i ca t i on . 
T h e new faci l i t ies inc lude a 350-pe r son 
s a n c t u a r y and a b a s e m e n t which inc ludes 
c l a s s r o o m s , a fe l lowship hall c o m p l e t e 
wi th k i t chen , a n d a b a p t i s t r y . T h e old 
s a n c t u a r y has been conve r t ed t o class-
r o o m s a n d office space . 
Midwest 
T h e Mountain View congregation will 
h a v e J i m and T e r r i E rns t to he lp fo r the 
s u m m e r m o n t h s as pa r t of J i m ' s s e m i n a r y 
t r a i n i n g . T h e p a s t o r is R e v . S a m 
H o l l i n g s w o r t h . 
T h e Z ion congregation held a Ga l i l e an 
Se rv ice a t the De lbe r t Eng le f a r m on 
S u n d a y evening , J u n e 20. Rev . J o h n B. 
H a w b a k e r is the p a s t o r . 
Pacific 
M r s . Al ice Buckwalter, wi fe of the 
p a s t o r , R e d w o o d C o u n t r y c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
recent ly r e tu rned f r o m a t r ip to Ind ia . 
T h e Waukena congregation r e p o r t s an 
i n c r e a s e in t h e i r a t t e n d a n c e . S u n d a y 
school t e ache r s h a v e been m a k i n g a special 
e f fo r t t o e n c o u r a g e g r o w t h in Bible s tudy . 
Rev . G l e n n S m i t h is the p a s t o r . 
T h e Labish Vil lage congregation r e p o r t s 
t ha t the A l l - P u r p o s e C o u r t , c o m p l e t e d last 
s u m m e r , is ge t t i ng p lenty of use. A s the 
c o n g r e g a t i o n hoped , the cou r t is p rov id ing 
" p l a y s p a c e " for c o m m u n i t y ch i ld ren a n d 
y o u n g p e o p l e . In t h e l o n g s u m m e r 
T h e or ig ina l P e q u e a C h u r c h w a s bui l t in 
1890. P r i o r to t h a t services were held in t he 
h o m e s of m e m b e r s , o f t e n in b a r n s d u r i n g 
the S u m m e r . T o d a y the c h u r c h has 138 
m e m b e r s and weekly a t t e n d a n c e a v e r a g e s 
a b o u t 200 people . 
C o m p l e t i o n of t he new c o m p l e x a n d 
r e m o d e l i n g of t he o r ig ina l s t r u c t u r e ha s 
r e m o v e d m o s t t r a c e s of the o r ig ina l s t ruc -
t u r e , w i th t h e e x c e p t i o n of t h e i r o n 
fireplace in the old b a s e m e n t which still 
r e m a i n s as a r e m i n d e r of o u r pas t he r i t age . 
Rev . G e o r g e E. Bundy is p a s t o r . 
evenings the cou r t is o f t e n filled to c a p a c i -
ty. T h e p a s t o r a t L a b i s h is R e v . A r t W . 
C o o p e r . 
Births 
Funk: J o h n C r a u f o r d , b o r n J u n e 8 t o 
M r . a n d M r s . Dav id F u n k , W a y n e s b o r o 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , Pa . 
H e s s : C h r i s t o p h e r M a t t h e w , b o r n M a y 
24 t o M r . a n d M r s . J o h n Hes s , U p l a n d 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , C a l i f . 
Jones: C h a r l e s A n t h o n y , b o r n J u n e 1 to 
M r . a n d M r s . Dav id J o n e s , C h e a p s i d e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , O n t . 
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Kimberly: K a t h r y n Marie, b o r n M a y 23 
t o M r . a n d M r s . Ea r l K i m b e r l y , M o u n t a i n 
View c o n g r e g a t i o n , C o l o . 
Lentz: A m y L o u , b o r n J u n e 24 to M r . 
a n d M r s . F r a n k l i n W . L e n t z , P a l m y r a 
c o n g r e g a t i o n , P a . 
Melhorn: L a r r y Ke i th , b o r n J u n e 8 t o 
R e v . a n d M r s . L loyd M e l h o r n , J r . , S p r i n g 
H o p e c o n g r e g a t i o n , P a . 
M o n g a n : Kr i s t en J o y c e , b o r n M a y 28 t o 
M r . a n d M r s . C h a r l e s M o n g a n , 
P a r a m o u n t c o n g r e g a t i o n , M d . 
Weddings 
Bigelow-Bender: Rosa l i e , d a u g h t e r of 
R e v . a n d M r s . M a u r i c e Bende r , a n d 
R o n a l d , son o f M r . a n d M r s . R o b e r t 
B ige low, bo th of O r l a n d o , F l a . , J u n e 14 in 
t h e H o l d e n P a r k C h u r c h wi th f a t h e r of t he 
b r i d e a n d R e v . E u g e n e N i c h o l s o n 
o f f i c ia t ing . 
H a l l - B u s s a r d : C a t h y B u s s a r d a n d 
G e o r g e H a l l , bo th of Eve re t t , P a . , M a y 25 
in t h e C l e a r C r e e k C h u r c h wi th R e v . 
C u r t i s E. B r y a n t of f ic ia t ing . 
Hendriks-Sherk: Bet ty A n n e , d a u g h t e r 
of M r . M a u r i c e S h e r k , Fishervi l le , O n t . , 
a n d W a l t e r , son of M r . a n d M r s . P . 
H e n d r i k s , Hagersv i l l e , O n t . , A p r i l 19 in 
t he C h e a p s i d e C h u r c h wi th R e v . P a u l 
N i g h a n d R e v . D o n a l d E u s t a c e of f ic ia t ing . 
H i e l e m a - C o x : Pa t r i c i a , d a u g h t e r of M r . 
a n d M r s . I van C o x , N a n t i c o k e , O n t . , a n d 
P e t e r , son of M r . a n d M r s . P e t e r H i e l e m a , 
J a r v i s , O n t . , Apr i l 20 in t h e C h e a p s i d e 
C h u r c h with R e v . P a u l N i g h . 
J a m e s - M c C o m b s : Lou i se V e l m a Pea r l , 
d a u g h t e r of M r s . N o r m a n M c C o m b s , 
J a r v i s , O n t . , a n d W i l f r e d R . , son of M r . 
a n d M r s . K e n J a m e s , F t . Er ie , O n t . , J u n e 
1 in t h e C h e a p s i d e C h u r c h wi th R e v . P a u l 
N i g h a n d Rev . C h a r l e s Bye r of f ic ia t ing . 
Lofthouse-Farr: M r s . F e r n F a r r , W a i n -
fleet, O n t . , a n d M r . R a l p h L o f t h o u s e , 
A p r i l 13 in t he W a i n f l e e t C h u r c h wi th Rev . 
R o n a l d L o f t h o u s e of f ic ia t ing . 
Rumble-Nicodemus: J e a n i n e S u e N i c o -
d e m u s , C o v i n g t o n , O h i o , a n d J a m e s R u m -
ble, M a y 13 in R i c h m o n d , Ind . 
Schreier-Ernst: C i n d y E r n s t a n d D a v e 
S c h r e i e r , J u n e 14, M t . View c o n g r e g a t i o n . 
Sinclair-Armour: E l i zabe th A r m o u r a n d 
N o r m a n S i n c l a i r , J u n e 15 in t h e 
B r i d l e w o o d C h u r c h w i th R e v . J o h n 
S c h o c k of f ic ia t ing . 
Stiff ler-Foor: V ick ie F o o r a n d Wes l ey 
S t i f f le r , b o t h of Evere t t , P a . , J u n e 15 in t he 
C l e a r C r e e k C h u r c h with R e v . C u r t i s E. 
B r y a n t o f f ic ia t ing . 
Taylor-Reesor: A r l e n e , d a u g h t e r of M r . 
a n d M r s . J o h n R e e s o r , a n d D e n i s T a y l o r , 
J u n e 2 in t h e V ic to r i a S q u a r e C o m m u n i t y 
Ha l l wi th R a b b i F e i n b e r g a n d Rev . F r a n k 
E p p of f ic ia t ing . 
Wilkins-Ritchey: S u s a n , d a u g h t e r of 
C l o y d R i t c h e y , D e f i a n c e , P a . , a n d 
S t e p h e n , son of M r . a n d M r s . A l f r e d 
W i l k i n s , O r l a n d o , F l a . , M a y 25 in t he 
C l e a r C r e e k C h u r c h with R e v . C u r t i s E. 
B r y a n t of f ic ia t ing . 
The following presentation was made by the Publication Board at the 
General Conference to introduce the Evangelical Visitor Lifetime Sub-
scription plan to the Conference body. 
LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Questions and Answers 
Question: What is meant by a Lifetime Subscription? 
Answer: A person, upon the payment of a designated amount, will 
receive the Evangelical Visitor for life without any further payment. 
How much must he pay? 
The present amount is $100. 
You mean if a man lives to be a hundred he will continue to receive the 
Visitor and never have to pay any more? 
Yes — even if he reaches 110. 
In case the wife is much younger than her husband it would be smart for her to 
take the subscription in her name, wouldn't it? 
It doesn't really matter since Lifetime Subscriptions remain in effect as 
long as either the subscriber or spouse lives. 
I have a brother six years old, could he subscribe? 
No, a person must either be married or have reached the age of 21 to be 
a subscriber to this plan. 
Can someone give a "gift" Lifetime Subscription? 
Yes, indeed. It would make a very appropriate wedding gift or 
recognition gift. 
What happens to the $100 that is paid in? Is it spent? 
No. It is invested with the Jacob Engle Foundation and kept as long as 
the subscription is in force and even longer. 
What is the Jacob Engle Foundation? 
It is an organization created by the church to receive and invest funds 
for the church. 
What happens if the subscription price to the Visitor doubles? 
The lifetime subscriber keeps getting the Visitor and feels real good 
about his decision; in fact, he feels better each time the price is 
increased. 
What evidence does a lifetime subscriber receive to show that he paid $100? 
A certificate signed by the secretary of the Publication Board and by 
the secretary of the Jacob Engle Foundation. 
What will happen when the subscriber and the wife (or husband) have both 
died? 
The amount remaining of the $100 will go into a permanent trust fund 
to aid in the writing and publishing of Christian literature. 
You mean that the $100 works after the subscription is ended? 
Yes, it works during the lifetime of the giver and, if it is not all used in 
subsidizing the subscription, it will continue to work long after his 
death. 
Sounds like a good idea. But what if the subscriber paid his $100 and found 
out he did not like the Visitor? 
Incredible. Everyone likes the Visitor. 
Send your Lifetime Subscription payment to Evangelical Visitor, Box 
166, Nappanee, Ind. 46550 or write for additional information if 
desired. 
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62.4% Americans Hold 
a Religious Affiliation 
T ^ H E NUMBER of Americans having some religious 
affiliation has leveled out at 62.4 percent, according to 
the annual tabulation by the National Council of 
Churches. 
A total of 131,424,564 members of churches and 
synagogues is reported in the 1974 Yearbook of American 
and Canadian Churches, up only 35,000 from the previous 
tally — but at the same percent of population reported a 
year earlier. 
If any trend is shown by the new figures, the National 
Council said, it is that the older, so-called "mainline 
Protestant" denominations, continue to lose members 
while theologically conservative or strongly evangelistic 
groups are generally gaining. 
Statistics reflected in the 1974 Yearbook published May 
13 by Abingdon Press, are largely from calendar 1972. 
They were supplied by 223 religious groups, the same 
number reporting for the 1973 Yearbook. 
The report shows 71,648,521 Protestants; 48,640,427 
Roman Catholics (a 1972 figure), 6,115,000 Jews and 
3,739,620 members of Eastern Chuches. 
Included in the Protestant total are Jehovah's Witnesses 
and Mormon (Latter-day Saints) who are not, strictly 
speaking, Protestants. 
Between 1971 and 1972, the Yearbook reports that 
Mormons registered the largest percentage membership 
gain (2.5 percent) of the 17 largest Churches, reaching 
2,133,072. The largest decrease was 5 percent among 
congregations of the American Baptist Churches, which 
dropped to 1,484,393. 
Jehovah's Witnesses membership increased by 3.5 per-
cent, to a new total of 416,789. 
The Southern Baptist Convention, the nation's largest 
Protestant denomination, had a 2 percent increase, moving 
to slightly more than 12,000,000 in the period covered by 
the Yearbook. Roman Catholic increase was 69,437, or 
0.1 percent. 
Losses in membership were reported in the American 
Lutheran Church, the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), the Episcopal Church, the Lutheran Church in 
America, the Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern), the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the United Church of 
Christ, the United Presbyterian Church and the United 
Methodist Church. 
The Assemblies of God increased by 21,274, to a 
membership of 1,078,332, while the Church of the 
Nazarene rose to 394,197 by the addition of 10,535 
persons. 
The 1974 Yearbook reported 100,000 Buddhists; 912,-
551 Old Catholic, Polish National Catholic and Armenian 
Christians, and 448,445 persons in "miscellaneous" 
groups (such as the Spiritualists, Unitarian Universalist 
Association and Ethical Culture Movement). 
There were no current statistics for several large black 
denominations. In both 1971 and 1972, two black Baptist 
groups showed the same totals: National Baptist Conven-
tion, U.S.A., Inc., 5.5 million and the National Baptist 
Convention of America, 2.6 million. 
Sunday school figures, based on less comprehensive data 
than the membership totals, indicated a continued 
downward drift. The 1972 total was 36,697,785 pupils, 
compared to 38,487,453 a year earlier. 
The Southern Baptist Convention showed a 36,445 rise 
in Sunday School enrollment, a reversal of a decrease the 
year before. About one-fifth, or 7,175,186, of all persons 
enrolled in Sunday schools are in Southern Baptist 
churches. 
One notable jump in Sunday schools was in the Church 
of the Nazarene which added 123,757 students, reaching a 
total of 868,911. Following the general trend in 
membership, Sunday schools were off most in "mainline" 
denominations. 
The Yearbook, citing surveys by the Gallup Poll, 
revealed that only 40 percent of the American people 
attend Sunday worship in a typical week. Attendance was 
49 percent in 1955. 
Data from 39 Protestant denominations indicated, as 
also earlier reported, an increase in cash contributions. 
The jump was $229 million, or 5.2 percent over the 1971 
total. In 1972, members of the 39 Churches contributed 
$4,615,607,162 for all purposes. 
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